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you are very well, sir." The reply came in clear
but icy tones: "Very well, sir; I hope General Jack-
son is well." It is the testimony of an unprejudiced
observer that of the two, the defeated Tennesseean
bore himself more graciously than the victorious
New Englander.

Two days later Adams, following a conference
with Monroe, invited upon his head the fires of
heaven by announcing that he had decided to
appoint Clay Secretary of State, "considering it
due to his talents and services to the western
section of the United States, whence he comes,
and to the confidence in me manifested by their
delegations."